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Ignatian Information
We, the community of St. Ignatius School, in the tradition of Mother Marie Rose and St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, provide a faith-centered Catholic education guiding God’s children 
toward building a just and compassionate world.

December 2, 2022

Upcoming
 
Important 
Dates

December 1-
14 - STAR 
Renaissance 
Testing

December 4 - 
Second 

Greetings St. Ignatius Families,
During this first week of Advent, our students met in family 
groups to talk about ways they can let their light shine for others 
as their gift to Jesus during the season of Advent. The students 
wrote down what they will do for Jesus on pre-cut leaves 
forming our school’s Advent wreath in our main entry display 
case. Some student examples of how they can “Be a Star” for 
Jesus include:

Pray a Hail Mary every day of Advent to thank Mary for 
saying “Yes”.

Read a Christmas Story to a brother, sister, parent or 
grandparent.
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Sunday of 
Advent

December 6 - 
Feast of St. 
Nicholas

December 8 - 
Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception - 
School Mass, 
1:10PM

December 9 - 
Christmas 
Special Dress 
Day

December 11 - 
Third Sunday 
of Advent

December 15 - 
Grandparents 
and Special 
Friends 
Christmas 
Program 
Performance, 
9:30AM

December 15 -  
Christmas 
Program, 
7:00PM

December 16  
- Christmas 

Do something nice for someone without them knowing 
every week of Advent.

Do an extra chore at home without being asked.

Make a Christmas Card for someone in your extended 
family, a neighbor, or our parish priests.

Students in family groups also learned about the Jesse Tree. 
Each student colored an ornament representing a Jesse Tree 
Bible story. These colorful creations adorn our Jesse Tree in 
one of our main entry display cases next to our Advent wreath. 
May we all be inspired to serve others during this season of 
Advent.

Next week, we are excited to bring back altar servers for our 
Immaculate Conception Mass on Thursday, December 8th at 
1:10 PM. Families are encouraged to attend our school 
Masses. Tuesday of next week marks the Feast of St. Nicholas 
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Special Dress 
Day

December 16 - 
NOON 
DISMISSAL

where students will put their shoes in the hallway in the hope 
that St. Nicholas might swing by and leave them a few treats.

Thank you to all of our generous families and friends able to 
donate on Giving Tuesday to kick off Phase II of our playground 
project! Anyone can donate to our school for the playground or 
general fund at any time through Realm. We are off to a terrific 
start with nearly $2,000 raised so far!

Our Turkey Bingo fundraiser was a tremendous success with 
over 200 people in attendance! We are so blessed to have 
Ericka Skeldon chairing this event and securing so many 
amazing volunteers. The food was spectacular, and our Bingo 
cooks and helpers were invaluable. A great time was had by all. 
We anticipate we raised over $14,000 for our school’s 
programs!

We are working as a whole school to dress ‘in uniform’ every 
day. Some of the common challenges are appropriate length 
and fit of clothing, socks in uniform colors, and jewelry with no 
hoop or dangling earrings. If we can remain ‘in uniform’ from 
now until our winter break, then students will be allowed to wear 
Christmas PJ pants to school for Advent special dress on 
Friday, December 16th.

Winter registration for after school programs has begun. 
We are pleased to share the addition of another after school 

https://onrealm.org/sipdx/-/form/give/now
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program for Friday afternoons called Yoga Playgrounds open to 
students in 4th-8th grade. Yoga Playgrounds is a fun interactive 
class teaching yoga along with calming techniques. Please 
register to continue in an after school program or try one out for 
the first time. Flyers may be found below. Our after school 
programs provide tons of fun with much needed aftercare for 
families!

Star Testing: Next week, we will have Star testing across 
grade levels. Please help your student to get enough rest and a 
healthy breakfast all week long. Encourage your student to 
‘show what they know’ by doing their best on this valuable 
assessment. Teachers utilize the testing results to plan 
individualized instruction for their students.

We are seeing pre-pandemic illnesses returning to the school 
setting this fall. Please keep your students home if they feel 
under the weather. Students may not attend school until they 
are fever free for 24 hours without any medications to reduce 
fevers. Students need to feel well enough to participate in PE 
and recess along with a return to eating and drinking in their 
usual manner. The Multnomah County Health Authority is 
strongly recommending indoor masking in crowded 
spaces  through January 1st as an effective mitigation strategy 
to prevent the spread of respiratory illnesses because our local 
hospitals are currently overwhelmed with pediatric and adult 
patients.

Additional Volunteering Requirements: In addition to 
completing C.A.S.E. trainings, parents working with students 
will need to complete additional training videos about domestic 
violence and teen dating violence in accordance with Senate 
Bill 197. We ask parents to read the articles and watch the 
videos from this flyer. Then parents will indicate they have 
completed this training through a Google form. We ask parent 
volunteers to please complete this additional training by 
Monday, January 9th, 2023.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tylMXGMstsoTeH4kSPevOS8mAO11g8iv/view?usp=share_link
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/COVID-19%20Exclusion%20Summary%20Chart.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F-zQyzlUUNrz8Nk9fZ-8aLT1KeH_Q7CO/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/cS7CxrB36XPvfG2s6
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Learning & Growing: Curious about what’s happening in our 
middle school? Check out the middle school’s webpage! The 
students have been busy this week learning about Advent 
along with plenty of academics. In preschool, the students 
worked on paper Advent wreaths. Our kindergarteners made 
beautiful glittery angels. In 1st grade, their sparkling Christmas 
trees are adorning the hallway. Our 2nd grade class of singing 
elves on their hallway bulletin board is simply adorable. The 
third graders are learning loads about our solar system. The 4th 
graders have studied Oregon state parks from across all 
regions of Oregon. The 5th graders are adding and subtracting 
decimals. Sixth graders are reading the Giver novel and 
learning about the Neolithic era in social studies. The 7th 
graders are diving into Shakespeare and writing about how they 
show their faith. And the 8th graders are reading the Diary of 
Anne Frank and experimenting with acceleration using balloon 
powered paper airplanes. Our students are growing and 
learning by leaps and bounds!

As we move with great hope into unshakeable faith during the 
second week of Advent, may we embrace the words of Paul in 
his letter to the Romans, “May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another, 
in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
Romans 15:5-6.

Peace be with you always.

Carol Pausz

Principal

Christmas Boxes for The Community 
Transitional School - Deadline Extended!

https://sites.google.com/sispdx.org/ms-2022-23/home?pli=1
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Thank you to the many families that have dropped off a bag for a student at the 
Community Transitional School.  The deadline to drop bags at school has been 
extended!  Please delivery your bag to school no later than Monday morning, 
December 5th!  Bags will be delivered that afternoon!

Special Dress Coupon Book
Looking for the perfect stocking stuffer?  Any student would love to receive a Special 
Dress Coupon Book.  Coupon booklets contain 5 special dress day coupons and cost 
$20 per booklet. Fee is billed through FACTS or families may bring in payments to the 
school office. ORDERS must be received by TUESDAY, DEC. 13th. Visit the link to 
order, https://forms.gle/cSZinu1RthPcuZ5RA

Festive Fridays in December!
Every Friday in December is Christmas holiday dress.  Students can wear their favorite 
holiday sweatshirts, socks, earrings, hats, etc.  Jeans are OK (without visible rips, tears, 
and holes).

Grandparents/Special Friends Day
Grandparents/Special Friends are welcome to join us Thursday, December 15th.  We 
will begin with a social at 9:30am, performance of the Christmas program will begin at 
10:00am.  After the performance guests will be invited to visit classrooms

Christmas Program Attire
December 15th, 10:00am performance - this performance is not free dress.  All 
students should be in school uniform for this performance.

https://forms.gle/cSZinu1RthPcuZ5RA
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December 15th, 7:00pm performance, “dress up” Christmas attire.  NO JEANS OR 
LEGGINGS AS PANTS.  Sleeve/skirt length should follow dress code guidelines.  
Sweaters should be worn over sleeveless dresses.

Winter Term After School Programs
MUSE- Band Registration for January-May Term (Deadline Jan. 3)

Mr. Ferguson our Band Teacher would like to to offer a second registration for band for 
those who might have missed this opportunity in Sept. The classes are on Mondays 
after school and will start on Monday, Jan. 9 and run through the end of May.

Class time is 4:10-5:00 (students who started in Sept have their class at 3:15. New 
students signing up in January will have their own class at 4:10 and can wait in the 
band room if they like and do their homework until their class starts).

To register, call Teri Allard at 503-296-7713 and she will get you registered.

Instrument rental information is on our website https://museband.com/instrument-
rental-info-oregon-2/

We do need a minimum of 4-6 students so please wait to rent an instrument until 
the class is confirmed.

We hope you will consider joining us.

Chess flyer for winter

Play Fit Fun flyer for winter

New Afterschool program - Yoga Playgrounds

Viva Las Vegas!!  Save the date!
Book care for your children now as you plan to join us on Saturday, April 15th for our 
annual auction returning to an in-person event this year! Enjoy an evening full of fun 
bidding on amazing auction items and enjoying a wonderful meal together. Procurement 
and sponsorship details coming soon!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iOQwFst1-RRnyu8vhT8WbKe1pnrj_Haz/view?usp=share_link
https://museband.com/instrument-rental-info-oregon-2/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/131OEfMTLgrby9AyMYeHTx4sH8T0N_AeR/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DHjHVobb_nixX_9ExRiLLw-w6NmGmqXF/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tylMXGMstsoTeH4kSPevOS8mAO11g8iv/view?usp=share_link
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St. Ignatius School Advisory Committee 
(SAC)
In the weekly Ignatian, SAC will share information about our role in supporting the 
school and introduce the committee members. We hope this will provide you with some 
insights on this important volunteer committee.

My name is Melody Fisher, and this is my first year serving on SAC.  I have a daughter, 
Maddy, in the 4th grade and this is her third year at St. Ignatius.  We are Portland 
natives; my parents previously belonged to St. Ignatius parish when I was a kid so it felt 
a little like coming home, returning to the parish and joining the school.  I work for the 
City of Portland, in their IT bureau.  In our free time we enjoy exploring the many food 
carts Portland has to offer (ask us about our favorites!) and spending time with our 
extended family, who all still live in the Portland area.

I feel that St. Ignatius School is strong in building community among the students, staff, 
and parents, and I felt compelled to serve on SAC because I wanted to be a voice for 
inclusion while supporting the school's mission and operations.  We have found a home 
here in our school and parish community, and are honored to give back to it by 
volunteering.

Oregon Battle of the Books
OBOB- Calling All Readers! It's that time of the year again! Time for Battle of the Books! 
Click the link to read more information about this fun reading competition for students in 
grades 3-8. Teams are due by Christmas Break. Battles will take place in February. 
Come be part of the fun!  https://tinyurl.com/OBOB2023

Uniform Exchange
Time to restock uniform items?  Be sure to swing by the school cafeteria after Christmas 
break:

January 4th - before and after school

January 5th - before and after school

January 6th - before school

https://tinyurl.com/OBOB2023
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St. Ignatius Parish Campout
When:  July 31 - August 6, 2023

Where:  Fort Stevens State Park, Warrenton, OR

Please consider joining the many families in our community that participate in the long 
standing tradition of the parish campout.  Please see the flyer for more information:  
https://tinyurl.com/SICAMPING

FlashAlert - Emergency Notification

In the event of an emergency or weather closure the FlashAlert system delivers 
information to subscribers in realtime.  Subscribers receive emails and “push 
notifications” through a free phone app.  There is no cost to our families to subscribe.

Follow the LINK to sign up.

Ways to support St. Ignatius School while 
doing your Christmas shopping…….

Fred Meyer is donating $2.5 million per year to non-profits, based on where their 
customers tell them to give.  Here’s how the program works:  Sign up for the Community 
Rewards program by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to St. Ignatius HERE.  You 

https://tinyurl.com/SICAMPING
https://www.flashalert.net/regions/portland-vancouver-salem/
https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/community/community-rewards
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can search for us “St. Ignatius School” or by our number “87137”.  Then, every time you 
shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping St. Ignatius earn a donation!  You 
still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points and Rebates, just as you do today. 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support St. Ignatius School every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to St. 
Ignatius School.  Follow the St. Ignatius School specific LINK to support our school 
while doing your shopping!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-1088941

